Dueck’s Mechanical
Celebrates its
20th Anniversary
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BY MYRON LOVE

dent of Dueck’s Mechanical Inc. of Whitemouth, Man., uses

the analogy of a pie divided into three pieces. The pieces are
quality, service and price.

“You can only have two pieces of the pie,” he says. “If you
choose quality and price, you don’t get service. If you choose
service and price, you dont get quality. If you opt for qual-
ity and service, you pay a reasonable price and everybody is
happy.”

Dueck has chosen to focus on quality and service in build-
ing Dueck’s Mechanical into one of North America’s leading
manufacturers of fabric covered steel structures. In 20009,
Dueck’s Mechanical will be celebrating 20 years of service to
its customers, and LaVern Dueck says that he plans to continue
doing what he has been doing since 1989.

I n discussing his business philosophy, LaVern Dueck, presi-

Early start

LaVern Dueck learned metalworking on the family farm
near Whitemouth in southeastern Manitoba. “On the farm, we
raised everything — hogs, cattle, broilers and crops,” he recalls.
“My dad did a lot of his own repair and maintenance.”

As with many natural entrepreneurs, Dueck didn't plan on
becoming a manufacturer. He had his own farm machinery
and mechanical repair shop.

Dueck was approached by a feed salesman to price a shelter
for one of his customers to house hogs. He was successful in
his bid, so he built his first structure. As he sold more shelters,
Dueck decided to move his plant to Whitemouth where he
would have more room.

“The first two or three years, we only sold locally,” Dueck
says. “In 1992, we started doing some advertising in farm pub-
lications and exhibiting at agricultural shows in Canada and
the United States. Sales grew from there.”
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Although all business is conducted out of the Whitemouth
office, Dueck’s Mechanical operates in the U.S. as “Giant
Supply USA”

Diamond Shelters

Dueck’s Mechanical markets its structures under the label
Diamond Shelters.

Diamond Shelters are available in sizes ranging from 15-feet
wide to 160-feet wide and whatever length is required. The
Single Hoop shelters, 15-feet long to 36-feet wide, have a rafter
made of a single structural tube. The Welded Truss shelters,
28-feet to 160-feet wide, have a rafter with a truss design.
Both types of shelters have Pony Wall, Freestanding and High
Profile models.




The tubing used in the structures is made of North
American-produced steel with yield and tensile strengths that
allow the structures to withstand heavy stress loads.

The steel can be powder coated with a variety of different
colors. Powder coating provides a tough and durable finish
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that gives each structure a bright, pleasing appearance. The
steel structures are covered with a fabric made of a weave of
double stacked, high-density polyolefin slit tapes, also pro-
duced in North America. The covers, like the steel structure
come in a number of different colors.

in the manufacturing of polyester webbing,

custom built to the customer’s requirements.
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Natural advantages

Diamond Shelters offer a number of advantages over con-
ventional buildings. The structures allow in an abundance
of natural lighting while blocking harmful ultraviolet rays.
Diamond Shelters provide the most cost effective space for a
clear span structure. They can be erected in a very short period
of time, which reduces construction costs. As a complete build-
ing, their fire hazard rating is comparable to or better than a
building that is non-combustible.

Because of these advantages, Diamond Shelters are versatile
structures that are suited to a wide range of applications. They
are being used in the commercial sector as warehouses and
manufacturing facilities; in the agricultural industry as eques-
trian arenas, dairy and cattle barns, hog shelters, grain storage,

POWDER COATING -

Our partnership with Dueck’s
Mechanical began eight years ago and
we look forward to many more years
working with you. Congratulations
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green houses and machinery storage; and, by homeowners for
car, boat and RV storage.

With the growing emphasis on fitness in our society Dueck’s
structures have found additional applications. The Diamond
Shelter system has been adapted to provide shelter from the
sun and rain for golfers at driving ranges.

Recently, a 120-foot by 132-foot structure was built in Calgary
for use as a baseball practice facility. An 80-foot by 204-foot build-
ing is now being used as an indoor skating rink.

Concerns about the environment have opened up a whole new
area for Diamond Shelters. A special finish was applied to a 120-foot-
wide Diamond Shelter to cover a composting facility in British
Columbia. A recycling company has just completed an order for a
100-foot by 240-foot structure to house their recycling business.
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No job too large
Dueck’s Mechanical has proven it can take on large projects

as well. They provided a series of shelters for salt and sand
storage in Alberta. These shelters ranged in size from 80 feet
to 110-feet wide with the longest being 264 feet. Because of
the corrosive environment in this application, special atten-
tion had to be given to the finish on the steel framework.

Dueck’s pride themselves in offering customization of their
structures.

Offering this service to their customers has contributed to a
large part of their success. Some of the alterations that have been
done by Dueck’s include end wall doors of any size (centred and
offset), sidewall doors, awnings, roof vents, and end wall vents.
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“We are trying not to grow too
fast though. We want to be sure
that we can continue to offer
our customer base top quality

and service.” - LaVern Dueck

More sophisticated custom options have also been manu-
factured at Dueck’s. A 62-foot diameter dome shelter was man-
ufactured for a British Columbia pulp and paper company for
hog fuel storage. Hog fuel is a by-product of the pulp and paper
industry and is used as a supplemental heating material.

There are now several Diamond Shelters on wheels. These
rolling shelters allow the customer to do the work inside, roll
the shelter away, and remove the work from the site by over-
head crane.

Site-specific engineered documentation is required on
almost all commercial and some agricultural structures, Dueck
points out. This ensures that the structures meet local wind,
rain, and snow loads. It also ensures that the structure meets
the customer’s expectations.

Delivery times depend on the size of the structure and how
many modifications are needed, Dueck notes. Smaller build-
ings can be completed in just a few days while custom designs
and larger buildings can take six to eight weeks.

ﬁ
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Expansion

Dueck’s Mechanical has added on to
its facility at Whitemouth as business
has expanded. The company currently
has a total manufacturing and ware-
housing area of 34,000 square feet. Part
of the manufacturing facility boasts
an insulated and heated 60-foot-wide
Diamond Shelter.

Dueck’s emphasis on quality and
service starts with using high quality
North American produced steel and
fabric. The next step involves using
manufacturing equipment that consis-
tently turns out a precision product.

Dueck is especially proud of the
bending equipment that he and his
employees designed and now use

;(t)rufstr;rrlest.he rafters for each of the Congnltu[dtlons @uec&)s mecﬁanlca[
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to delivering quality and service to
their customers are the 17 employees
at Dueck’s Mechanical. On the manu-
facturing floor, each employee brings
to the task at hand their own exper-

tise, expertise that has been acquired = Quality Tarps & Shelter Covers
through training and experience. /) Box 235 Tol: 204-348-7888 )
The resulting workmanship clearly Whitemouth, MB, Canada Fax: 204-348-7202
ROE 2G0

shows the pride they take in building
a high quality product. The Canadian
Welding Bureau, assurance again for
Dueck’s customers that they are get-
ting top quality structures, certifies the
welding technicians.

The office staff provides the excel-
lent service that is necessary for a . .
successful business. Help is available Congratulatlons to Dueck’s Mechanical
for the dealers and their customers in i
choosing the right shelter best suited on your 20th anhiversary.
for the customer’s needs. The produc-
tion and sales staff design any custom We are prOUd tobe a part of your success.
alterations required with the blueprints
then drawn by a CAD artist.

Easy to follow set-up instructions
are included with each shelter. After-
sales service provided by Dueck’s
Mechanical ensures that all struc-
tures are completed to the customer’s
satisfaction.

As Dueck’s Mechanical enters its
20th year in business, LaVern Dueck
is looking forward to continuous
steady growth. “We are trying not to
grow too fast though,” he says.

“We want to be sure that we can 12 Aviation Blvd.e St. Andrews, MB * R1A 3N5

continue to offer our customer base top
: o ? Phone: 204-334-8846 * Fax: 204-334-6965
quality and service. www.dghengineering.com

Palmer Badger & Co.

3317 Roblin Boulevard, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3R 0C2 | Telephone: (204) 896-3262 Fax: (204) 896-3282
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HARDOX 400 wearplate offers wide opportunities. Due mﬁ) ox
to its high toughness, bending and welding properties, it \ )

can also be used as a load bearing plate. e

HARDOX 450 is a wearplate with a hardness of 450 w E A R P A R T 5
HBW. This steel is a unique combination of toughness

and hardness.

HARDOX 500 is a bendable and weldable wearplate Reduce the Downtime.
used for applications that demand high wear resistance. B
HARDOX 600 is a special wearplate with extremely Get the Toug heSt Steel n
high wear resistance. the |ndustry!

HARDOX HiTuf is a wearplate with extremely high
resistance to cracking. It is an excellent choice
whenever very strict demands are made on both
toughness and hardness of thick plate.

WELDOX 700 is a structural steel with a minimum yield
of 100 ksi. It is intended for applications where its high
strength permits weight savings to be made.

WELDOX 900 is a general structural steel with a
minimum yield strength of 130 ksi.

Why Choose Brunswick Steel?

Brunswick Steel is a steel service centre that has been
in business since 1970, and has been associated with
SSAB HARDOX since 2003. Brunswick Steel is your
primary source for HARDOX and WELDOX plate products
in Manitoba, North Western Ontario and Saskatchewan.
Brunswick Steel has state of the art processing
equipment, quick turnaround, and the largest inventory
of HARDOX and WELDOX in the region. Let us help you
reduce downtime and cut costs by allowing us to supply
you with superior WEARPARTS!

Processing Capabilities

In partnership with our customers we offer
state-of-the-art processing capabilities.

@ Laser Cutting ® Drilling

® Plasma Cutting ® Water-Jet Cutting

® Flame Cutting * Rolling

 Shearing ® Welding

 Forming  Sand Blasting and Painting

® Saw Cutting ® Galvanizing t
® Punching ® Machining ..\::g"

BrunswickSteel 70,

Ll
125 Bismarck Street Email: sales@brunswicksteel.com Bruns ckSt l
Winnipeg, MB R2C 272 www.brunswicksteel.com W’ e e

BrunswickSteel

Reduce Your Downtime! Why Choose HARDOX?
The combination of high hardness,
. We are well acquainted with your day-to-day needs. In ® Grades: 400, 450, 500, * World's Most Widely
high strength and good toughness your working environment, you face tough conditions 550, 600 (BHN) Used Wearplate
makes HARDOX wear resistant and heavy wear of machines and tools. You must e Ktended Wear Life e Dilling and Tapping

. . also honor your delivery times to keep your customer
steel the obvious choice for satisfied. A machine that is idle always incurs costs.

equipment on which wear causes If the downtime is too long, you may face heavy

® Machinable ® Available in
o Weldable Fabricated Parts:

Punch Plates

o expense. Your task is the same as ours - to minimize ® Formable
problems. The wear resistance of ) Plow Shoes
the downtime! * Rolling/Forming
the steel ensures a longer useful S ot (e o el
Brunswick Steel has provided wear solutions for the nvestin Luality Bucket Liners

life of products such as tipper

following companies: * Reduces Downtime Chute Liners
bodies, excavator buckets and e Weldme Led and Tl . \E/svest Quality " Cutting Edges
. . ® Arne’s Welding Ltd. and Trailer Sales earparts with the
crUShmg mills. ® K-Tec Earthmovers Best Service Screed Plates

Dump Body Liners

® Quick Turnaround

Due to its excellent welding and machining properties, HARDOX is easy to use in the workshop. HARDOX has now become a concept
known around the world for its high and consistent quality, good flatness and good surface finish. The hardness of the plate is
achieved by effective quenching in a unique water-quenching plant. This method yields high hardness, in spite of low content of
alloying elements in the steel. So the wear plate is easy to machine, bend and weld.



Unlimited Agricultural &
Commercial Applications

Single Hoop Models from

15’ to 36’ Wide

Welded Truss Models from
28’ to 160’ Wide are
Engineered to Meet
Requirements of National
Building Code

12 oz. Fabric Coversin a
Variety of Colors

Fire Rated Covers Available
Overhead Trak Door Systems

< Diamond Shelters provide healthy conditions for raising livestock.
< Be impressed with the abundance of natural lighting in your new horse riding arena.
< Diamond Shelters are ideal for protecting your equipment, grain and hay from the elements.

Dueck’s Mechanical Inc.

88 Elevator Road, Whitemouth, Manitoba ROE 2GO
Toll Free 1-888-240-5066 < Phone: 1-204-348-2144
Fax: 1-204-348-2164 < Email: info@diamondshelters.net




